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the Washington, D.C. metropolitan
area, you will notice Kohl stores, and
they are evidence of the contribution
Senator KOHL and his family have
made to the commercial strength of
this country.

The types of success that Senator
KOHL has known have been the result
of constant effort, a solid education in
the Wisconsin public schools, and an
understanding that hard work, hon-
esty, intellectual clarity, and dedica-
tion to strong values are the key com-
ponents to a successful career in either
the business world or public service.

So, I want to honor Senator KOHL on
this special day and pay him the rec-
ognition that he is due for all his work
on behalf of the people of Wisconsin
and all who serve here in the United
States Senate.

f

TRIBUTE TO DR. DAVID SATCHER

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to pay tribute to a public servant who
will soon complete his tenure as the
16th Surgeon General of the United
States. Dr. David Satcher has served
this Nation with distinction and per-
formed the duties of the position of
Surgeon General in an exemplary man-
ner.

Dr. Satcher was born in Anniston, AL
on March 2, 1941. He and his wife Nola
have raised four children. Dr. Satcher
graduated from Morehouse College in
Atlanta in 1963 and received his M.D.
and Ph.D. from Case Western Reserve
University in 1970. He has completed
numerous fellowships and holds many
honorary degrees and distinguished
honors. He has taught students,
chaired Departments, and served as
President of the Meharry Medical Col-
lege in Nashville, Tennessee. As a pub-
lic servant, he served as the Director
for the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and Administrator of the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Dis-
ease Registry before assuming his cur-
rent position as Surgeon General. Dur-
ing the period February 1998 through
January 2001, Dr. Satcher simulta-
neously served as Assistant Secretary
for Health and Surgeon General of the
United States.

Dr. Satcher is a learned, well-edu-
cated man of great accomplishment.
Yet, in spite of his many degrees and
awards, he set a simple goal of wanting
to be a Surgeon General remembered
for listening to the American people.
He not only listened to those whose
voices could be heard, but extended his
reach to those who for far too long
have suffered silently, those in our na-
tion suffering with mental illness.

I first became acquainted with Dr.
Satcher during his confirmation. I re-
member asking him to consider ad-
dressing the issue of suicide and its im-
pact on the Nation. I was concerned
about what we as a nation could do in
an effort to prevent the nearly 30,000
lives lost annually to suicide. As Sur-
geon General, Dr. Satcher convened a
consensus conference on suicide in

Reno, Nevada in 1998. He brought to-
gether scientists, clinicians, survivors,
advocates and state mental health staff
to examine the science of suicide pre-
vention, that is what we knew and
what we didn’t know, and from this
published the Surgeon General’s Call to
Action for Suicide Prevention. His next
step was to develop a National Strat-
egy for Suicide Prevention. In May 2001
this strategy to guide our national sui-
cide prevention efforts was published.
As we speak today, states, commu-
nities, tribes, and many others are
coming together to discuss ways in
which we can prevent suicide in Amer-
ica.

Dr. Satcher demonstrated time and
time again his ability to engage the
public and the private sectors to come
together as we examined health prob-
lems facing our nation and sought solu-
tions on how to address them. In the
suicide prevention effort, Congress
called for the development of a na-
tional strategy to guide our national
response. Dr. Satcher embraced this
challenge, provided the necessary lead-
ership and vision to bring it about, and
recognized from the outset that gov-
ernment alone could not provide the
complete background nor could they
singularly define the solution. He
called upon the non-profit community,
experts in research, clinical practi-
tioners, and just as importantly, lis-
tened to the survivors who freely
shared their experiences to ensure that
our national effort was inclusive of all
perspectives. The national problem of
suicide warranted a comprehensive so-
lution and, thanks to Dr. Satcher’s
leadership, the components considered
were from all communities who had a
perspective which needed to be heard.

I for one am truly grateful for the
service of Dr. David Satcher. I care
deeply about the issue of suicide in
America for a number of reasons. Un-
fortunately, Nevada has the highest
suicide rate in the nation. In fact, the
top ten states for suicide are all west of
the Mississippi. I believe we can make
a difference by studying the facts and
developing evidenced based programs
to prevent the tragic loss of life due to
suicide. I also lost my father to suicide
many years ago. I’ve said many times
before that back then we did not know
as much about depression and treat-
ment as we do now. Today, science and
research have made incredible ad-
vances and through medication and
counseling help is available and effec-
tive treatments can and do make a dif-
ference.

We have an obligation to help those
suffering from mental illness or sub-
stance abuse to ensure they receive the
treatment that can afford them a qual-
ity of life they deserve. I believe Dr.
Satcher has made an incredible dif-
ference and helped countless individ-
uals through his work as Surgeon Gen-
eral. We still have a long way to go in
reducing stigma and affording access to
mental health treatment in this na-
tion, but we are further along today as

a result of the leadership provided by
Dr. Satcher.

In closing, I wish to thank Dr.
Satcher for his courageous work and
dedicated public service. I am particu-
larly grateful for his efforts in raising
awareness and educating Americans
about mental illness and suicide in
America. We are a better nation as a
result of his service as Surgeon Gen-
eral. He will be remembered by this
Senator as the Surgeon General who
listened to the American people. In my
judgement, he not only listened, but he
acted as well.

f

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY in March of last year. The
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001
would add new categories to current
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred April 6, 1997 in
Tyler, TX. Two men attacked another
man who the assailants perceived to be
gay. The attackers, Billy Glenn Adams,
30, and James Dean Dickerson, 33, were
charged with aggravated assault in
connection with the incident.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

f

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mrs. CARNAHAN. Mr. President,
every February our nation pauses to
recognize the tremendous contribu-
tions of African-Americans to the his-
tory of our nation. In 1926, Dr. Carter
G. Woodson established Negro History
Week because he saw that most of the
contributions African-Americans had
made to American culture and industry
were being ignored by historians.

We have come a long way since 1926.
More and more of our history books ac-
knowledge the contributions of Afri-
can-Americans. Our schools have made
it part of their curriculum. Libraries
and museums create exhibits. Tele-
vision executives highlight the con-
tributions of African-American actors
and screenwriters and our celebration
of Black history has been expanded to
an entire month. But we still have a
long way to go.

We need Black History Month be-
cause people may not be aware of Afri-
can-Americans who have added to the
richness and greatness of our country.
It is appropriate that as we stand in
our nation’s Capitol, which was built
by the back-breaking labor of free and
slave African-Americans, we talk about
the contributions African-Americans
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have made to this country’s history,
and to its future.

Any Missourian can name George
Washington Carver’s most famous in-
vention, peanut butter, but few realize
the role Carver played in the agricul-
tural revolution that went on in the
South in the early 1900s—Carver’s work
to wean the South from its single-crop
cultivation of cotton. His development
of commercial uses for alternate crops
like peanuts and sweet potatoes helped
modernize Southern agriculture, pav-
ing the way for a better life for the en-
tire South.

Scott Joplin led a revolution of a dif-
ferent kind. While living in Sedalia,
Missouri he created a blend of classical
and folk music that took America by
storm. Ragtime, as his style came to be
called, has become America’s unique
contribution to classical music and a
prelude to jazz.

In literature, Missourians are proud
of the heritage of Langston Hughes of
Joplin, MO. A poet of international re-
nown, Hughes’ poetry helped to create
the Harlem Renaissance, the artistic
and cultural awakening among Afri-
can-Americans in the 1920’s and early
1930’s. His first two books of poetry
daringly fused jazz and blues with tra-
ditional verse. Also an advocate for
children, Hughes wrote over a dozen
still popular children’s books on jazz,
Africa and the West Indies.

Another Missourian became famous
not only as an inventor but also as the
most outstanding jockey of his time.
Tom Bass, of Mexico, MO, trained some
of the finest race and show horses of
his day. At the peak of his career he
rode in the Inauguration of President
Grover Cleveland and gave a command
performance before Queen Victoria. In
addition to being a famous jockey, he
invented the ‘‘Bass bit’’ which is still
used today.

Missouri has borne some notable civil
rights leaders as well. Perhaps the
most prominent of them is Roy Wil-
kins, who served as executive director
of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People from
1955–1977. Appointed during the most
turbulent era in the civil rights move-
ment, Wilkins kept the NAACP on the
path of nonviolence and rejected rac-
ism in all forms. His leadership and de-
votion to the principle of nonviolence
earned him the reputation of a senior
statesman in the civil rights move-
ment.

All of these great Missourians, and
others history may have forgotten,
struggled against bigotry and violence,
but all showed—through their natural
talents—that racism was not just
wrong, but un-American. So it is fit-
ting that we take this month to learn
more about the history of African-
Americans in this country, to ensure
that these Americans are recognized,
and to celebrate their contributions to
our great nation.

TRIBUTE TO THE NEW ENGLAND
PATRIOTS—NFL CHAMPIONS

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to the Robert Kraft Family, Coach Bill
Belichick and the New England Patri-
ots team on their achievement as vic-
tors of Super Bowl XXXVI.

The people of New Hampshire and the
entire New England region are proud of
the exemplary accomplishments of the
Patriots organization. The talented
players and coaches of the team have
demonstrated that hard work, perse-
verance and unity are the foundation
of success.

I commend the New England Patriots
for the benchmark that they have cre-
ated for all Americans who seek to
achieve the highest of standards in
their lives. Each player on the team
cast aside ego and self promotion for
the good of the team realizing the best
talents individually transformed into a
power house of skill and sense of pur-
pose.

I applaud the contributions of the
New England Patriots organization in-
cluding the team owners, the Robert
Kraft Family who have steadfastly
stood by the Patriots since the origina-
tion of the franchise in 1962. I con-
gratulate Robert Kraft and his family
for this tremendous achievement and
wish them well as the franchise grows
and flourishes.

On behalf of the citizens of New
Hampshire, I want to sincerely thank
the players and coaches of the New
England Patriots for providing sports
fans with some of the best football
competition seen in the United States
in years. We will not easily forget the
excitement of the talented skill and
ability of kicker Adam Vinatieri dur-
ing game winning field goals at the
Oakland Raiders snow bowl game nor
the thrill of his dramatic kick more re-
cently as the clock ticked down to 7
seconds at Super Bowl XXXVI.

I commend the efforts of the master-
mind of the operation, Coach Bill
Belichick and the National Football
League Champion team for their ef-
forts, accomplishments and contribu-
tions to the New England region. We
are all very proud of you and thank
you for being the best of the best in a
very competitive and talented indus-
try. It is truly an honor and a privilege
to represent you in the United States
Senate.

f

MORE EVIDENCE THAT
BACKGROUND CHECKS WORK

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, in 1994,
the Congress passed the Brady Law,
which requires Federal Firearm Li-
censees to perform criminal back-
ground checks on gun buyers. However,
a loophole in this law allows
unlicenced private gun sellers to sell
firearms at gun shows without con-
ducting a background check.

In April of last year, Senator REED
introduced the Gun Show Background

Check Act which would close this loop-
hole in the law. The Reed bill, which is
supported by the International Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police, extends the
Brady Bill background check require-
ment to all sellers of firearms at gun
shows. I cosponsored that bill because I
believe it is critical that we do all we
can to prevent guns from getting into
the hands of criminals and terrorists. A
recent report from Americans for Gun
Safety demonstrates how successful
the Brady law has been in this regard
and why it is important to extend its
provisions to firearms sales at gun
shows.

According to Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics numbers cited in the AGS re-
port, in 2000 alone, Brady bill back-
ground checks blocked more than
153,000 felons and other illegal firearms
purchasers from buying a gun. In addi-
tion, these checks were typically con-
ducted without placing unreasonable
burdens on gun buyers. According to
the study, 72 percent of background
checks were completed within minutes
and 95 percent were completed within
two hours. The study provides yet fur-
ther evidence in support of common
sense legislation to close the gun show
loophole.

f

EXTENDING UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS TO WORKERS

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, in past re-
cessions Congress has been quick to ex-
tend benefits for the unemployed.
Every recession over the past thirty
years resulted in a extension of unem-
ployment benefits. Helping unem-
ployed workers has never been a par-
tisan issue, both Democrats and Repub-
licans have worked to help unemployed
workers in times of economic dif-
ficulty. During the recession of the
early 1990’s we extended a total of 33
weeks of additional benefits. Current
data shows this recession started last
March, and we are only now taking
steps to finally extend unemployment
benefits. We have waited too long, but
I am glad the day for action has come
at last. I hope the other body will be
able to quickly pass this legislation so
that this delayed assistance will not be
delayed any longer.

While I am relieved the Senate has
acted, I was disappointed we were not
able to do more for workers. Helping
people maintain health coverage while
out of work would have gone a long
way to making working families feel
more secure. Covering part-time work-
ers and the newly hired, and providing
the States with the necessary funds to
make those reforms, also would have
helped this country on the road to eco-
nomic recovery.

While some of my colleagues believe
that what we have done today will
have little or no positive effect on the
economy, I disagree. Extending bene-
fits puts money into the hands of peo-
ple who really need it, and people who
will be forced to spend it. The money
we send out will be spent on groceries,

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 02:55 Feb 08, 2002 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G07FE6.097 pfrm04 PsN: S07PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-27T10:27:32-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




